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IRISH COMMUNITY 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [6.34 pm]: I want to take the 
opportunity tonight to acknowledge the great work that is happening in the Irish community in Western Australia at 
the moment. Members in this place will know that every year around St Patrick’s Day, we have a celebration in the 
courtyard at which we acknowledge the great work that is happening and thank those leaders in the Irish community 
in Western Australia for the dedication and support they provide to the Irish community. Obviously this year, because 
the COVID-19 restrictions mean that we cannot have any visitors to Parliament, we had to delay our celebration. But 
I think it is important to acknowledge people like Marty Kavanagh, Ireland’s Honorary Consul in Western Australia, 
who has worked incredibly hard over the past few months, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, to help 
younger and older Irish people who have been stranded in Western Australia to get back to their families in Ireland.  

I also want to acknowledge others in the community groups throughout the Irish community, particularly those who 
are running the Irish Club of Western Australia in Subiaco at the moment. The Irish Club has gone through some 
difficult times of late and its members have been working incredibly hard to keep the club afloat, so I want to 
thank them. I also want to acknowledge people like Lloyd and Imelda Gorman, who run the Irish Scene magazine 
in Western Australia. That is the Bible for those of us in Western Australia from Ireland. It lists the various Irish 
community groups and Irish activities that happen around the state. I thank them all. I thank the Keady Upton 
School of Irish Dancing. Whatever people do in the Irish community, Irish families in Perth appreciate what they 
do to help keep Irish culture alive in Western Australia. I acknowledge Hon Alanna Clohesy and those others who 
host the event with me. We will hopefully get to host an event either later this year or early next year. In the meantime, 
I thank those people very much for what they do, particularly during this COVID-19 time. I know people’s work 
has increased, and I want to acknowledge that. 
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